
ELECTION NEWS 

“Election workers 
play a critical role 
in our democracy. 
Elections simply 
are not possible 
without them.” 
- Kari Ewalt, Community   
Relations Manager 

Election Workers Wanted! 
 

Every election cycle our office hires approximately 500 citizens as  
election workers. It isn’t possible to run an election without this help. 
While there is a high rate of return on election workers, some cannot 
return. Only those registered voters who live within Osceola County 
are eligible to be election workers in Osceola County. 

Once again, we are looking to add election workers to our team. The 
first step to becoming an election worker is to fill out the election 
worker application found on our website, www.voteosceola.gov. 
Once you arrive at the site, click on “Election Workers” to find the 
application. We will reach out to applicants to schedule an            
orientation. There is typically a quick response from applicants to 
attend an orientation and there are limited seats. If we contact you 
with an invitation, sign up right away to guarantee your seat! 
 

Training for this election cycle will begin in July. All workers must 
attend a training session prior to each election. Workers have the 
option to work during Early Voting, Election Day or both. If you have 
any questions regarding election workers, call 407-742-6105. 
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Voter Education: Canoe Creek K8 
The middle school students at Canoe Creek K8 had the special opportunity to 
practice voting in an election held at their school. The middle school athletics 
director, Trish Abell, was looking for a way to increase attendance at the 
school’s Valentine’s Day basketball games. Her solution was to make it an 
event that students would not want to miss. 

Clubs from around the middle school          
nominated students to run for either         
Sweetheart or Casanova. These students were then 
placed on a ballot and, some of them, began campaigning. On  
February 14, our outreach team visited Canoe Creek K8 to conduct their 
Valentine’s election. School attendance was high for a Monday, as was 
voter turnout. Nearly all middle schoolers cast a ballot in the election. 
The winners of the election were announced during halftime of that 
night’s basketball game. 

Events like this one introduce students to the voting process so that when they turn 18, they have 
an idea of what to expect at the polls. Students checked in to vote, stood at voting booths, used 
marksense ballots produced by the elections office, and placed their ballots in the tabulation     
machine. Voter education starts early! If your school or organization is interested in holding an 
election, contact our outreach team. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Adopt a Precinct Program 
Our adopt a precinct program has had much success over the last 12 years. In this program, civic 
and community groups staff polling locations to earn money for their organizations. The elections 
office provides training and support to the volunteers and, in turn, the money that would have nor-
mally been paid to individual election workers is, instead, paid to the organization. The more vol-
unteers supplied by the group, the more money they raise.  

We are looking for more groups to join this program this election cycle. If you are part of a group 
that would be interested in participating, please contact our office at 407-742-6105 or by email at 
electionworkers@voteosceola.com. 



Redistricting Update 

The US Census is conducted every 10 years. Legislative bodies 
will then redraw all district lines to try to make each district as 
even in population as possible. This redrawing of lines 
(redistricting) typically happens in the year following the Census. 
However, COVID-19 impacted this whole process greatly. Our 
County Commission finished redrawing county lines by the end 
of last year. The Florida Legislature finished mid-March. 

After the legislative bodies provide us with the new districts, we 
must then redraw precinct lines. There are several factors to be 
considered when drawing precinct lines. Voters within the same 
precinct all live in the same city (or not city at all), all have the 
same County Commission district, School Board district, State 
Senate district, State House district and US House district. These 
voters also all are assigned the same polling location on Election 
Day. This means that we, not only, have to follow the district lines 
provided by governmental  bodies, we also must consider the 
availability of polling locations around the county and the         
capacity of each of those locations.  

Once all precincts have been redrawn and polling locations have 
been determined, all voters must be reassigned to those         
precincts and then later notified of the change. Redistricting is a 
monumental task every ten years. To date, our office has        
finished drawing the new precinct lines and we are working on 
reassigning voters to their new precinct. Once this has been 
completed, you can expect to receive a new voter information 
card in the mail. This card will have your new precinct number 
listed on it and your polling location for the upcoming election cy-
cle. Some voters will vote at the same location as in 2020 and 
others will get a chance to try out a new polling location. If you 
have questions about your voter registration, please call us at 
407-742-6000. 

Elections this Year 
This year is an election year! We 
will have two major elections- the 
primary and the general. This cycle 
is often referred to as the Mid-Term 
Election cycle. This is because it 
falls in the middle of the president’s 
term in office. In Florida, this also 
happens to be the Gubernatorial 
Election cycle because we elect 
our governor in this cycle. 

Typically, voter turnout in a mid-
term or gubernatorial cycle is much 
lower than in a presidential cycle. It 
seems that some voters believe 
that the president is the most im-
portant office to vote for. While we 
agree that it’s important to vote for 
the president, we would also like 
voters to know that all races are 
important to vote for. State and  
local officials impact your everyday 
life more than the president does. 
So, why sit this cycle out? 

The primary election is August 23. 
Remember- primaries are closed in 
Florida. This means you must be 
registered with a party to vote in 
their primary. If you are registered 
as No Party Affiliation or a minor 
party, you will be able to vote in 
non-partisan races. If there       
happens to be a universal primary, 
all voters would vote in it. A       
universal primary occurs when 
candidates from only one party 
qualify to run for an office. 

The general election is November 
8. The top ticket items will be US 
Senator, US House member and 
Governor. But there will be plenty 
more to vote on. Expect to see 
state, city and county races as well 
as amendments to our state consti-
tution. In the next edition of our 
newsletter we will include specifics 
as to what to expect on your ballot. 

New County Commission maps are up on the County’s website 



Contact Us 

Osceola County Supervisor of Elections Office 
2509 E. Irlo Bronson Memorial Hwy Kissimmee, FL 34744 

Visit us on the web at www.voteosceola.gov or give us a call for more information at (407) 742-6000 

Recent Events 
 
January 

The new year started off a bit slow for outreach events as a wave of Omicron came through. But our 
outreach team finished January with Indian Pointe’s Homeowner’s Association election. Two members 
of our team attended their annual meeting and conducted their official election using ExpressVote     
machines and a DS200. 

February 

Outreach events picked back up during the second month of the year. High School voter registration 
drives began with Harmony High School, PATHS and St. Cloud High School. Sunshine State Young 
Readers elections also began this month with Hickory Tree Elementary. Our office supplies ballots and 
a tabulator machine so that participating schools can vote for their favorite Sunshine State Young  
Reader book. This program gives students the opportunity to practice voting. 

Canoe Creek K8 held their first annual Valentine’s election on February 14 and outreach team was at 
their school to allow middle schoolers the chance to vote as well.  

Lastly, outreach staff attended the virtual “Evening with the Agencies” hosted by the Osceola County 
School District on February 24. This event is aimed at assisting transition program students and their 
families as they near the end of the program.  

March 

High School voter registration continued throughout this month with visits to Poinciana High School and 
OCSA. Sunshine State Young Readers voting also continued with Cypress Elementary, PATHS and 
Harmony Community School.  

The Osceola County Educators Association held their annual election at our office on March 23. 

On March 25 a group of transition program students from Celebration High School visited our office on 
a field trip to get a behind the scenes look at what goes on in our office.  

March 26 was a busy day for our outreach team! Our team had tables at the Sheriff’s Appreciation Day 
and at the Swamp Cabbage Festival in Kenansville. It was a beautiful day to be out connecting with  
voters. 

This month wrapped up with the state Canvassing Board Workshop on March 31. Supervisor Arrington 
and staff attended this workshop to prepare for this year’s election cycle. 

Upcoming Events 

High School voter registration will come to a close in the month of April with a visit to Osceola High 
School.  


